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By Sam Emery

WHETHER they’re taking 
charge of a local game on 
a Sunday morning or a cup 
final in front of a 80,000 
capacity stadium, referees 
and their assistants get 
called all sorts.

But certain names that 
never get muttered by 
managers, players or 
supporters alike are “vital”, 
“integral” and “lifeblood” of 
the game we all love.

Last week, we ran a 
feature on a dangerous 
shortage of officials which 
is threatening to send the 
grassroots game spiraling 
into crisis.

Already, it has led to 
matches at Step 7 and 
above being played without 
a qualified referee or, even 
worse, cancelled altogether.

Indeed, the Liverpool 
County Premier League 
has even had to scratch 
scheduled games in the 
divisions below its top flight 
this season due to their pool 
of referees being required 
to officiate matches in FA 
competitions or County 
Cups.

And it’s not just a problem 
being experienced at local 
level. This season, three ref-
erees who normally operate 
in the Championship were 
drafted in to take charge of 
FA Trophy qualifiers during 
the October international 
weekend due to shortages.

Just why the situation has 
worsened so suddenly is 
unclear but it doesn’t take 
a genius to work out where 
the problem may lie.

Covid hasn’t helped, of 
course, but abuse directed 
at match officials for just 
doing their job (voluntarily 

in many case) is a problem 
which sadly won’t go away. 

The NLP’s feature high-
lighted the work done by 
Cheshire FA to recruit new 
match officials and pro-
tect existing referees from 
becoming victims.

“Abuse directed at match 
officials is one factor but 
that’s been a problem for a 
while,” said Cheshire League 
chairman Rob Good-
win-Davey. “But it’s definite-
ly not the sole reason.

“We’ve all lost match of-
ficials, but not been able to 
replace them. There isn’t a 
quick fix.”

Cumberland FA have run 
a series of extra courses 
throughout the summer to 
attract the new batch of 
matchday officials with a 
number having hung up 
their whistle since the Covid 
outbreak.

The average age of those 
attending was 15, showing 
that a demand still exists 
among the next generation, 
both male and female.

“I’m encouraged by the 
take-up,” said Scott Taylor, 
the area’s referee develop-
ment officer.

“We’ve got youngsters 
who are still playing and 
want to referee alongside, 
those who referee for health 
reasons, and those who 
want a bit of pocket money.

“Because we’ve not been 
able to put on courses for 
almost two years, those 14 
or 15-year-olds are now 
16 or 17 and might now be 
doing other things.”

Another bone of conten-
tion is the cost of applying 
for a place on the course 

– a problem which the West 
Lancashire League is trying 
to address.

The fee, around £130, is 
said to have put off poten-
tial match officials – and 
it’s easy to see why. I mean, 
who would cough up £130 
just to qualify to be abused 
week in, week out?

With this in mind, the 
West Lancashire League 
has pledged to reimburse 
newly-qualified referees a 
percentage of the course 
price once they’ve taken 
charge of five fixtures in that 
competition.

Barry Cropp, referee ap-
pointments officer for the 
West Lancashire League 
said: “Registrations are 
down in Lancashire and the 
£20 fee for doing so should 
have been waived this sea-
son to encourage people 
back.

“The same goes for the 
course fees. It’s a lot of 
money when you don’t 
often read positive news 
about refereeing.”

Keeping the conveyor belt 
of new referees rolling with 
courses such as this have 
now become vital in ensur-
ing the grassroots game 
has a future.

For all the negativity which 
is publicised, a career as a 
matchday official has many 
perks and advantages and 
can often provide a healthy 
second income at senior 
Non-League level.

As New Year’s Resolutions 
go, I would thoroughly rec-
ommend you get in touch 
with your local county or 
regional FA and enquire 
about becoming a football 
referee. You may just even 
contribute to help save the 
beautiful grassroots game.

New blood needed



Micky’sMicky’s
MessageMessage

Good afternoon everyone and firstly on behalf 
of all the first team we hope you all had a great 
Christmas.

Unfortunately due to Covid I’ve been unable to 
attend the last couple of fixtures but judging by 
the many messages I’ve received we’ve been 
really unlucky in both games. I’d like to say a 
big thank you to my management team for 
stepping in while I was stricken in bed. 

Today sees us welcome Three Bridges I wish 
everyone concerned with them a happy new 
year and a safe journey home. The last time we 
met, we were reduced to nine men after 40 mins 
and what a performance the boys put on that 
day to nearly secure all three points. 

Hopefully with 11 playing today we can improve 
on the one point gained that day. New Year’s 
Day sees us travel to Sittingbourne who are 
having a great season so that will be another 
tough ask. 

Then on 3rd Jan we entertain Hythe Town in 
another really tough fixture, so Covid allowing 
there’s lots of football to take in over the next 
week. 

I wish you all a safe, healthy and happy new 
year. 
MC
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Leaders Cray Valley PM welcomed a 
Lancing side without a win in ten matches 
and with five consecutive defeats- but were 
stung our early on, Darius Goldsmith with the 
opener on six minutes. The equaliser took 
almost an hour, Connor Dymond with it, but 
the Millers couldn’t get a winner and then, 
down to ten men after a red card for Ali Tum-
kaya, Ismaila Diallo, on as a sub, grabbed a 
last-gasp winner for the visitors. 

Ashford United went level on points at 
the top after beating Corinthian. Johan 
Ter Horst gave them the lead on twenty 
three minutes- but they held it for only sixty 
seconds, Josh Stirman equalising for the 
visitors. The Nuts and Bolts went ahead once 
more on the hour, Josh Wisson’s eighth of the 
campaign, and then opened up a gap when 
Luke Burdon got their third twelve minutes 
from time. 

Hastings United hosted Ramsgate in what 
looked, on paper at least, to be our match of 
the day- but it took seventy three minutes 
for a goal. When it came, it went it went to 
Hastings hotshot Ben Pope, his fourteenth of 
the season- and Lloyd Dawes made it two-
nil right at the end. 

United are up to third, and only a point off 
the top- which given how far off the pace 
they had fallen by mid November is remark-
able, and ominous for the rest of the promo-
tion contenders.  

Herne Bay, who had dropped out of the top 
five after losing their last two against two 
of their promotion rivals, got off to at Three 
Bridges, Kieron Campbell putting them 
ahead on five minutes- but within four min-
utes the hosts were level, Bryan Villavicencio 
with the equaliser. The next goal arrived 
in the fourteenth minute, Laurence Harvey 
putting the visitors in front once more, and 
they opened up a two goal advantage when 
Bay GOALKEEPER Jordan Perrin made it three 
nine minutes before the break. Alex Barbary 
made the last eleven minutes interesting 
when bringing it back to two-three, but Bay 
held on for all three points- closing to within 
a point of rivals Ramsgate, who are in fifth.

Sittingbourne and Whitehawk took sixty 
eight minutes to find a goal, and when it 
came it came to the Brickies, Harrison Pont 
breaking the deadlock. With just a minute 
to go it was still one-nil, and yet it end-
ed, somehow, three-one; Ahmed Abdulla 
grabbing a late double for the hosts, which 

sandwiched a goal for Javaun Splatt for 
the Hawks. The Brickies close to within four 
points of the top five. 

Chichester City have been in fine form 
of late, with four wins from five, and they 
showed their confidence when taking the 
lead against Faversham Town after only 
three minutes, Kaleem Haitham with that 
goal. The equaliser came midway through 
the half, and it went to Bola Dawodu, scoring 
for the second successive Saturday follow-
ing his two against Phoenix Sports last time 
out. City were ahead once more just before 
the break, Connor Cody with their second 
goal, and when Ethan Pritchard got the third 
with twenty minutes left they could relax- 
but they didn’t, and Emmett Dunn soon 
made it four, before Tyrone Madhani made it 
five to leave his side in eighth. 

Hythe Town hosted VCD Athletic, and the 
Vickers’ Youssef Bamba opened the scoring 
on twenty five minutes, the fifth league 
match in a row in which Bamba has scored, 
his ninth of the campaign. Anthony Adesite 
scored three minutes before the break, two-
nil and Marcus Elliott struck twice late on to 
make it four-nil to the visitors.

Burgess Hill Town have been in super form 
lately, whilst Phoenix Sports haven’t been 
able to buy a victory for months, so it was 
a surprise when debutant Calvin Poku put 
Sports ahead on twenty minutes. It was even 
more of a surprise when Poku got his and his 
side’s second just before the break, and after 
the break the same player got a third and 
then a fourth! With ten minutes remaining 
Tom Chalaye got one back for the Hillians, 
but that only provoked Steve Carvell to make 
it five-one. Lewis Taylor got another back 
for the visitors, but Sports claimed their first 
league victory since August 28th, when they 
beat- you guessed it- Burgess Hill Town. It 
gives the usual chant of “can we play you 
every week” rather a different meaning.

Whitstable Town had been on a fine win-
ning streak, but it looked in jeopardy when 
Liam Montague put East Grinstead Town 
ahead ten minutes before half time, and 
looked even more unlikely to continue when 
Szymon Kowalczyk made it two just before 
the break. The Oysterboys have a new-found 
resilience, however, and Sam Itauma got one 
back just before the hour, before Kemo Dar-
boe made it two-two with eighteen minutes 
left. 

Nuts and Bolts tighten race Latest table and Results
Cray Valley PM  18 11 5 2 40 19 +21 38
Ashford United  18 12 2 4 35 15 +20 38
Hastings United  18 12 1 5 41 21 +20 37
Haywards Heath 18 11 3 4 34 18 +16 36
Ramsgate  18 10 4 4 38 21 +17 34
Herne Bay  17 10 3 4 28 16 +12 33
Sittingbourne  18 9 3 6 29 24 +5 30
Chichester City  18 8 5 5 32 20 +12 29
VCD Athletic  18 8 3 7 36 23 +13 27
Burgess Hill Town 18 7 4 7 25 26 -1 25
Corinthian  18 7 3 8 20 23 -3 24
Whitehawk  18 6 3 9 22 29 -7 21
Faversham Town 17 6 3 8 19 28 -9 21
Hythe Town  18 6 3 9 16 37 -21 21
Whitstable Town 18 5 3 10 23 30 -7 18
Three Bridges  18 3 9 6 20 34 -14 18
Sevenoaks Town 18 5 2 11 20 37 -17 17
Lancing   18 4 3 11 15 34 -19 15
East Grinstead Town 18 2 6 10 17 34 -17 12
Phoenix Sports  18 2 2 14 18 39 -21 8
Correct as of Saturday 18th December 2021

Results:
Saturday 18th December

Ashford United   3 1 Corinthian   245
Ter Horst (23’), Wisson (60’), Burdon (78’) Stirman (24’)  
Chichester City   5 1 Faversham Town  195
Prichard (3’, 70’), Cody (45’),     Dawodu (24’)
Dunn (74’), Madhani (76’)  
Cray Valley PM   1 2 Lancing   135
Dymond (64’)      Goldsmith (6’), Diallo (90’)  
Hastings United  2 0 Ramsgate   1,073
Pope (72’), Dawes (90’)     
Haywards Heath Town  2 1 Sevenoaks Town  412
Napper (72’), Cravid (90’)    Smith (66’)  
Hythe Town   0 4 VCD Athletic   153
        Bamba (25’), Adesite (42’), 
      Elliott (82’, 90’)  
Phoenix Sports   5 2 (Burgess Hill Town  123
Poku (20’, 44’, 65’, 69’),     Chalaye (80’), Taylor (84’) 
Carvell (82’) 
Sittingbourne   3 1 Whitehawk   135
Pont (68’), Abdulla (89’, 92’)    Splatt (90’)  
Three Bridges   2 3 Herne Bay   112
 Villavicencio (9’), Barbary (79’)    Campbell (5’), Harvey (14’), 
      Perrin (36’)  
Whitstable Town  2 2 East Grinstead Town  304
Itauma (58’), Darboe (72’)    Montague (35’), Kowalczyk (44’)



Founded in 1901, Three Bridges joined the 
Mid Sussex Football League in 1902 and 
were Champions of that League for the 
first time in the 1907/08 season.  
Their first major success came in 1933/34, 
when they won the Sussex Junior Cup, 
and sundry other minor honours came 
their way before they joined the Sussex 
County Football League in 1952/53, and 
two years later were crowned Second 
Division Champions.

In 1962/63 they won the Division Two In-
vitation Cup and in 1968/69, 1973/74 and 
1979/80 were Second Division Runners Up.  
1970/71 produced an against the odds 
triumph when winning the League’s Invi-
tation Cup against Southwick (3-2).

The 1980s heralded a run of successes, 
starting with reaching the last 16 of the 
FA Vase for the first time in 1981/82 before 
losing at Molesey (1-2).  

A season later they made it to the last 
32 but also won the Sussex RUR Charity 
Cup for the first time, beating Hastings 
Town 3-2.  

Another year on saw them finish runners 
up in the Thorn EMI National six-a-side 
tournament, winning a set of floodlights.  
1985/86 saw them finish as County 
League Division One runners up, a feat 
they repeated in both 1987/88 (when 
they also won the RUR Cup again) and 
1988/89.

A fire destroyed their clubhouse in 1993 
which re-focused their priorities and ulti-
mately resulted in relegation in 1996/97.  
They won the Division 2 League Cup a 
season later and then finished runners 
up in Division 2 to regain Division 1 status.  
They were RUR Cup runners up in 2003/04 
and then winners of that same prestig-
ious trophy in 2007/08.

In season 2010/11 hopes were high when 
they started by winning their first nine 
League games, but eventually finished 
the season in 5th place.  

However they did win the John O’Hara 
League Challenge Cup for the first time 
that season, beating Rye United 2-1, a tre-
mendous feat that they achieved again 
in 2011/12, this time AFC Uckfield being 
defeated 2-1. 

 It looked like being another tough 
League campaign when they lost four of 

the first nine matches, but then lost only 
one of the remaining 29 games, which 
was concluded by beating Champion-
ship rivals Rye United 1-0 at home on the 
final day of the season!  

This tremendous run meant the club 
had achieved its ambition and become 
Sussex County Football League Champi-
ons.  

With a superb run in the FA Vase too, 
losing in the last 32 on a penalty shoot 
out with Derbyshire side, Gresley FC, the 
2011/12 ‘Double’ season had undoubtedly 
been the best in Three Bridges’ history.

Their first season in the Ryman Isthmian 
Football League South Division saw them 
struggle for much of the time.  

However, having been 10 points adrift 
at the bottom of the table in mid Feb-
ruary, they went on a run of 11 matches 
that produced 7 victories, 2 draws and 
just 2 defeats, earning them Team of the 
Month Awards in both March and April as 
a result.  

It meant that they survived the drop, but 
their second season in the Ryman League 
saw them struggle at times again but 
some key signings midway through the 
season helped them to 19th place.

The 2014/15 season saw an even greater 
improvement with a healthy mixture of 
youth and experience guiding them into 
7th position and, whilst they were happy 
to score 94 League goals, they were less 
than happy about the 95 they conceded!  
They improved their defensive record in 
conceding 67 goals in season 2015/16 but 
only scored 59, hardly helped by long-
term injuries to strike partners Allan Tait 
and Tony Garrod.  

With 66 points, they slumped to 14th 
position, although they only accumu-
lated 6 points fewer than in the previous 
campaign!

Bridges maintained most of that sea-
son’s squad for the 2016/17 campaign.  
However, with at least 11 first team players 
out injured by September, they had to 
use a lot of the U21s, Academy and U18s 
players and by November had lost 12 
games in a row, drew three and won just 
one game.  

Towards the end of the season, they 
strengthened the squad but it was too 
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Three Bridges FC History late to avoid relegation.
For the 2017/18 season, Bridges kept a 

few of the best of the players from the 
previous season and strengthened the 
team with more experienced players in 
the hope of promotion once again.  

Having dispensed with the services 
of Simon Wormull, Paul Hammond and 
Danny Lee from the coaching team and 
folding the Academy team, Bridges also 
strengthened the management team 
with the additions of the experienced 
ex-Bridges player, Martin Dynan as As-
sistant Manager, and UEFA ‘A’ licensed 
Coach, Marc Wardley.

That season turned out to be an ex-
tremely tough one with every team want-
ing to beat us.  However, Bridges accom-
plished what they set out to do by gaining 
promotion back to the Isthmian League 
having finished second place in the 
Southern Combination League Premier 
Division, just one point behind the winners, 
Haywards Heath Town, and despite hav-
ing only lost 3 games all season.

After serving 25 years with the Club as 
a manager, Paul Faili stood down as First 
Team Manager for the 2018/19 season in 
order to concentrate on his role as Club 
Chairman, and handed the management 
reins over to Martin Dynan, assisted by 
Liam Collins alongside Keith George.  

He also recruited a new U23s manag-
er in Oliver Saunders, another UEFA ‘A’ 
licensed coach, to work closely with the 
First Team in developing both the U23s 
and U18s.  

After losing 8 out of 12 League games 
by the end of November, as well as being 
knocked out of all four cup competitions 
(FA Cup, FA Trophy, League Cup and Sus-
sex Senior Cup), the future looked bleak 
for Martin Dynan.  

However, the team then went on an 
unbeaten run in December, earning 
Martin the League’s Manager of the Month 
Award.  

Unfortunately, that didn’t last and Mar-
tin’s demise was inevitable by the end 
of February, having lost 8 of the last nine 
games with relegation looming.  

Paul Faili stepped in for the remaining 
9 games of the season attaining 4 wins, 
2 draws and 3 losses – enough for a 14th 
place finish and 14 points clear of relega-
tion.

Paul remained as Manager, ably as-
sisted by Keith George and coached by 

Jamie Crellin who played for the Club for 
five seasons, but sadly had to hang up 
his boots after sustaining an ankle injury 
early in the 2018/19 season, after making 
164 appearances for the Club.  

Oliver Saunders remained as U23s 
Manager, assisted by Tom Hayward who 
had been involved with the U18s as both 
Assistant Manager and Manager over the 
previous four seasons, while First Team 
player, Brannon O’Neill, was appointed as 
U18s Manager.  

Sadly Oliver decided to move to South 
Park as First Team Coach in November 
2019, following Martin Dynan’s appoint-
ment there so Tom was appointed as 
U23s Manager for the remainder of the 
season.  

For the 2020/2021 season, the only 
change was a new manager for the U23s 
(Development Squad) with Ryan Gayler 
appointed as Manager and Tom Hayward 
becoming Vice Chairman.

2021/22 sees Jamie Crellin taking over as 
First Team Manager, with both Danny Lee 
and Lee Cole (former Academy manager 
and coach) returning to the club to join 
Jamie in the dugout as assistant man-
ager and First Team coach respectively.  
The U23s have been disbanded but we 
will have an additional U18s playing in the 
Southern Combination Football League on 
Sundays.

THE LAST TIME WE MET
Monday August 30, 2021
Three Bridges 2 
Steve Smith 80, Ben Bacon 90
Sevenoaks Town 2
Hayden Skerry 24, Max Walsh 70
HT: 0-1
Attendance: 143
Sevenoaks Town: Ben  
Bridle-Card, Danny Divine, 
Tommy Cooney, Stefan Wright, 
Joe Tennett, Dean Gunner, 
Kyle De Silva, Bradley Schafer, 
Reece Deakin (sub Max Walsh 
51), Louis Collins, Hayden Skerry, 
Max Walsh. 
Unused subs: Charlie Holmes, 
Ryan Fowler, James Town



Age: 20
Born: Maidstone
Home: Hadlow
Occupation: Semi Professional Footballer and 
Floor Layer - working with my dad.
Previous Clubs: Millwall, Scunthorpe, Dover
Club Supported: Arsenal
Favourite Player: Martin Odegaard
Best Mate in Football: Miracle Okafor. We were 
best mates when we were both at Scunthorpe 
-  but I don't see him as much now - he is now 
playing for a club in Wolverhampton
Best Goal Scored: Probably when I was with 
Millwall, we were playing in the National premier 
League Cup, I scored in the semi-final and we 
went on and won it.
"I cut in on the edge of the box and bent it in the 
top left hand corner with my weaker foot - the left 
- and it hit the post and went in. It was brilliant.
Best Thing about Football: "The feeling of knowing 
you could score.
"As a striker I don't play to score as many goals 
today, I am just wanting the feeling of scoring 
because it gives you such a buzz really, and I can't 
miss that."
Worst Thing about Football: Losing - there's noth-
ing worse - although injuries are bad.
Thoughts on the season: It's been so difficult 
- people have come and gone - some have 
stopped playing - and it's hard  when we are go-
ing through a difficult patch.
I can't fault the boys - we went to Haywards Heath 
last week - they are up there in the table and you 
expect a tough game, but they put in a perfor-
mance - and dug deep.
You'd think when we play the teams around us we 
would get results, so I think we will be fine - and 
push back up where we should be.
Personally it has been tough  - Dad and I both 
tested positive for Covid - he hasn't been in the 
best way - me neither - but we will come out the 
right side and get back to Sevenoaks.
Fitness is key to me - I am always in the gym, I en-
joy running, and I am always looking to do things 
which help me and my football.
Favourite Drink: Ribena
Favourite Meal: Steak

Player Profile:
Louis Collins
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Hythe Town profiles
HENRY NEWCOMBE
Goalkeeper: Age 24
Came to Hythe from Chatham Town, 
having played for a number of clubs- in-
cluding the Cannons. A Gillingham scholar, 
he signed a professional deal there before 
moving to Wycombe Wanderers, and also 
spent time on loan at Canvey Island. He 
later played for Margate and Folkestone. 

TOM WYNTER
Defender: Age 31
Highly experienced defender who joined 
from Ramsgate in December 2019. Started 
his career with Gillingham where he made 
eight first team appearances before he 
had spells at Dover Athletic, Dartford & 
Margate. Recently taken over as Assistant 
Manager.  

CAMERON REARDON
Defender: Age 22
Joined during the close season. He came 
through the youth ranks at Kingstonian. 
Played for East Grinstead Town last season, 
also had a spell with Greenwich Borough. 

LIAM SMITH
Defender: Age 21 
Joined from Tonbridge Angels at the start 
of this season where he came up through 
the Youth System. He spent a short period 
of time on loan at Sevenoaks Town. 

JAMES ROGERS
Midfield: Age 36
A highly experienced strong player who 
started his career at Dartford before 
moving onto Dover Athletic. He spent three 
years at Maidstone United before joining 
Margate. He joined Hythe in October 2019. 
Has taken the role of Player Manager.

CHARLIE WEBSTER
Midfielder: Age 24
Former Gillingham youth player, Charlie 
joined Tonbridge Angels following a short 
loan spell after being released by the Gills. 
He joined Hythe in the summer of 2016 
and is now starting his fourth year with the 
Cannons as the current club captain.

ALEX BROWN
Midfielder: Age 29
Alex started his career at Gillingham. 

During that time, he had loan spells with 
Whitstable Town, Corby Town and Maid-
stone United.  He then signed permanently 
with the Stones. Went on loan to Leath-
erhead and made the move permanent 
in January 2016. Joined Dartford before 
joining Margate.

JARRED TRESPADERNE
Midfield: Age 22 
Young exciting midfielder who joined in 
October 2019. He has also played for Fol-
kestone Invicta, Herne Bay, Tunbridge Wells, 
Corinthian and East Grinstead Town. 

DARREN OLDAKER
Midfield: Age 22
Originally with Hythe on loan from Gilling-
ham two seasons ago when he played 14 
games for the Cannons before returning to 
Priestfield. He went into the Gillingham first 
team for a short while before leaving for 
Billericay Town.

TYLER STERLING
Midfield: Age 19
Tyler has joined on a two month loan from 
Folkestone Invicta where he came through 
the youth set up. He is a creative midfield 
player who can play up front. 

JACK MAYHEW
Midfield: Age 19
Jack joined us from Maidstone United 
where he was in the Under 23 squad. He is 
a lively midfielder who shows great prom-
ise for the future. 

JACOB GILBERT
Midfield: Age 19
Jacob, a midfielder, came in from Maid-
stone United where he went through the 
youth setup there, but has also turned 
out for Corinthian, and spent a little time 
on loan with Haywards Heath Town last 
season.

GEORGE SIBLEY
Midfiel: Age 17
George is a very promising young mid-
fielder at the start of his career. He came to 
us from K Sports in the summer. He is on a 
dual registration with Lordswood and has 
made a first team appearance for them in 
the FA Cup. 
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MORGAN WILLIAMSON
Midfielder: Age 17
Youngster, Morgan joined us from the 
Maidstone United youth set up during 
the Summer. He is a player with a lot of 
potential for the future and showed his 
potential with one great goal in pre-sea-
son. 

TOM WALMSLEY
Striker: Age 20
Local lad, a midfielder who started his 
senior career at Folkestone Invicta before 
moving to Whitstable Town. He moved 
to Hythe in the latter part of season 
2018/2019.   

JORDAN SARFO
Striker: Age 21
Jordan is an exciting winger who joined 
the club at the beginning of the season 
after impressing in pre-season. A student 
in Canterbury, he came from Bedfont 
Sports and also had a spell with Bedfont 
& Feltham.

KANE PHILLIP
Striker: Age 21
Kane is in his second spell with Hythe 
originally in February 2019 before leaving 
for Sittingbourne. He re-joined just before 
lockdown earlier last year. He is a winger 
who opened his scoring account with a 
double against Burgess Hill earlier in the 
season. He has also played for Herne Bay 
and Dover Athletic 

RILEY ALFORD 
Striker: Age
Riley joined us from ground sharing part-
ners Ashford FC where he was a prolific 
goal scorer. Started his career with the 
Cannons with a goal in his debut game 
in the Kent Senior Cup versus Faversham 
Town. 

JACK NELSON
Striker: Age 18
Jack is a young Dover Athletic Academy 
striker where he has scored at a rate of 
nearly two goals a game. 



Sevenoaks Town FC

History: Sevenoaks Town were originally formed in 1883, one of the 
founding members of the Kent League.

In April the same year, the club played Royal Arsenal, then the only 
professional club in the South East of England in front of around 1000 

spectators at Knole Paddock.
They combined with St Johns United in 1951, and joined the Western 

section of the  Kent Amateur League.
Division 1 League Cup winners in 1965-66, they were twice winners of 

the Premier Division in 1968-69 and 1975-76.
They won the Kent County League - three times - 1984-85, 1995-96 

and 2002-3.
The club were Kent Intermediate Challenge Shield and Inter-Regional 

Challenge Cup winners twice, and lifted the Sevenoaks Charity Cup on 
12 occasions.

Recent successes: Southern Counties East League Cup champions: 2016-17
Southern Counties East League champions: 2017-8

Best FA Cup Performance: Second Qualifying Round: 2016-17
Best FA Trophy Performance: First Qualifying Round: 2018-19

Best FA Vase Performance: Third Round Proper 2017-18.
A new state of the art 3G pitch was installed in June 2017, and plans are in 

place to construct a brand new stadium in the next two years.

2021 Squad Pictures



Sevenoaks Town thanks our sponsors!
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“The Isthmian Football League strongly 
supports the FA statement that there should 
be a zero-tolerance approach against 
racism and all forms of discrimination. Ac-
cordingly, any form of discriminatory abuse 
whether it by reason of age, disability, gen-
der reassignment, race, religion and belief, 
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 
and maternity, sex and sexual orientation 
or any other form of abuse will be reported 

to The Football Association for action by 
that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 
/ Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The Isthmian 
League and all Member Clubs in the League 
are committed to promoting equality by 
treating people fairly and with respect, by 
recognising that inequalities may exist, by 
taking steps to address them and providing 
access and opportunities for all members 
of the community.” 

Zero tolerance for racism

Since 1883, Sevenoaks Town FC has provid-
ed playing opportunities for footballers of 
all ages and abilities. As our club seeks to 
take each step of the Government’s Covid 
19 roadmap and beyond with care, we are 
determined to find our feet as quickly as 
possible, making sure Greatness Park returns 
to becoming a safe, friendly hub of football-
ing activity for the local community and our 
football family.

It is now nearly two years since the global 
pandemic was declared, it is poignant to 
reflect on the things we’ve learned from 
these, tough, strange and unprecedent-
ed times. With our lives changed beyond 
recognition, we have learnt to appreciate all 
the things we enjoy – football being one of 
them. All the people who dedicate hours of 
time to helping Sevenoaks Town FC run are 
providing a selfless service we all appreciate 
goes beyond supplying physical benefits. It’s 
the social elements of being part of a team; 
the mental health release of being active and 
empowered; its feeling and being a part of 
something unique, constructive and valuable.

With lots of people impacted economically, 
whether that be by being placed on fur-
lough, losing employment or having planned 
opportunities postponed or cancelled, we are 
aware there may be individuals and groups 
out there who want to seize opportunity 

once lockdown eases. Opportunity to give 
back. Opportunity to contribute to their local 
community. Opportunity to reignite with 
the game they love and have most probably 
sorely missed.

We want to #GrowTheOaks with a specific 
push to recruit volunteers to be a part of our 
team at Sevenoaks Town FC. However, no 
specifics are required for you to be a part of 
it. Whatever your skills, whatever your experi-
ence; if you want to get involved, if you’d like 
to contribute some hours and if you’d like to 
give up your free time, then you’d be most 
welcome.

Every volunteer at Sevenoaks Town FC is 
supported and given guidance around their 
role and responsibilities. We pride ourselves 
on looking after our players, coaches, officers 
and wider community. As a volunteer at our 
FA Charter Standard Community club, you 
will be a part of a club that prides itself on 
meeting and exceeding standards. You’ll 
have opportunity to improve both yourself 
and the club in turn. 

We are looking forward to a continued safe 
and positive return to football and if you 
want to be a part of it you can explore volun-
teering options and be a part of #GrowTheO-
aks by emailing info@sevenoakstownfc.co.uk

Grow the Oaks!
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Sevenoaks Town FC are currently 
in the exciting process of putting 
together three-year plan for the 
women and girls’ section of the club, 
in which they are aiming to help the 
team move from tier 7 (b) to tier 4 
within the next 3 years. This is an 
ambitious jump to a high standard 
of football which STFC are confident 
they can achieve. 

In order to help Sevenoaks Town 
accomplish this, the club has been 
working with two consultants who 
both have a lot 
of first-hand 
experience 
in women’s 
football: Natalie 
Curtis, a Football 
Development 
Officer for 
Women & Girls 
Football at the 
Kent FA who 
has also played 
for a pro club 
and managed 
and coached at 
the same level, 
and Charlotte 
Richardson, 
an FA Club 
Consultant who has been involved 
in the Women’s Sport & Leadership 
Academy. 

Both Natalie and Charlotte have 
experience of working with clubs 
and taking their Women’s and Girls’ 
teams up a few tiers, which is what 
Sevenoaks Town aspires to achieve. 
Natalie and Charlotte have begun to 
map out this three-year plan to help 
STFC achieve our goals.

Furthermore, Sevenoaks Town have 
also appointed Paul McDonagh 
who will be a great addition to 
the Women’s and Girls section at 
Sevenoaks Town. Paul is a UEFA A 
Coach, and has also been Technical 
Director for Women’s and Girls 
football at Charlton Athletic for two 
years. 

Paul will take on and oversee STFC’s 
Women and Girls’ section, and he 
will also manage the Women’s First 

Team for the 
upcoming 21/22 
season supported 
by Maddie Smith 
and Dan Thomas 
who bring a wealth 
of experience 
and have been 
instrumental in our 
progress so far. 

We at Sevenoaks 
Town FC are 
confident that with 
the addition of 
Natalie, Charlotte 
and Paul to STFC’s 
Women and Girls’ 
section, as well as 

the foundation we have built since 
our first girls’ team in 2012, we will be 
able to really push on and increase 
the profile and exposure of women’s 
football at the cub. The ultimate aim 
is to have our women’s and men’s 
teams run in the same way and be 
on the same level, and we hope to 
achieve this starting with the three-
year plan which is being put in place. 

Sevenoaks Town Women 
and Girls’ Strategy



w w w . d r a k e s . b i z

Drakes Sevenoaks, Block 9, Unit 2 Vestry
Road Industrial Estate, Kent, TN14 5EL
01732 453334 sosales@drakes.biz•

BATHROOMS
PLUMBING, HEATING &

AT DRAKES SEVENOAKS!

BOTH TRADE 
AND RETAIL 
WELCOME!

GREAT PRICESON A HUGERANGE OF STOCK!

@drakesplumbing

From pipe and fittings to a set of basin taps or a 
whole new bathroom suite, visit Drakes Sevenoaks 

for competitive prices on a huge range of stock! Our 
bathroom showroom showcases the very best bathroom 

products and accessories from your trusted brands! 



The 2010/11 season was possibly the most 
successful in the history of the club, with 
Porter leading the side to the Kent League 
Championship for the first time in over 
twenty years and promotion to the Ryman 
League. After a 22-match unbeaten run in 
the new year, dropped points over Easter 
took the championship to the wire and the 
league title was clinched in dramatic fash-
ion on the final day of the season thanks to 
a last-minute equaliser at Tunbridge Wells. 
Brendan Cass won the Kent League Golden 
Boot.

This fine achievement was coupled with 
the club’s best ever F.A. Cup run, and the 
best for any Kent League side since the 
1950s. Hythe negotiated their way through 
six rounds, including memorable wins 
over higher-league opposition at Con-
cord Rangers of the Ryman Premier and at 
home to Staines Town of the Blue Square 
Bet South. The prize was an away draw in 
the First Round Proper to League Two side 
Hereford United. It was one round too far 
on the pitch, the hosts comfortably winning 
5-1 with Gary Mickelborough getting the 
Hythe goal.  

During the 2011/2 season the club main-
tained their progress and finished in eighth 
place in Ryman Division One South. Hythe 
were also able to get their hands on some 
silverware as wins over Ebbsfleet United 
and Dover Athletic were followed by a 
single goal victory in the final at Dartford 
to lift the Kent Senior Cup.  The following 
season ended with a 17-match unbeaten 
run and a fourth-place finish. This brought 
about the club’s first play-off appearance 
but there was defeat at Faversham Town in 
the semi-final. Dave Cook scored 28 goals 
in total and won the Ryman One South 
Golden Boot.

After another eighth-place finish Porter 
and Cook left the club at the end of 2013/4. 
Tim Dixon was appointed as the new man-
ager but it was a disappointing season 
that saw Hythe finish in sixteenth position. 
After a poor start to 2015/6 the club parted 
company with Dixon in September. 

Clive Cook returned to take over, this time 
as manager and led a remarkable turna-
round from the relegation places to finish 
fourth as the club qualified for the Ryman 
One South play-offs for a second time. De-
feat followed at Worthing in the semi-final. 

Alfie May’s 49 goals in 65 Hythe appear-
ances from September 2015 to December 
2016 attracted the attention of League Two 
Doncaster Rovers, who signed him in Jan-

uary 2017. He played there for three years 
before moving to his current club, Chelten-
ham Town, in January 2020. 

Hythe parted company with Cook in 
January 2017 and appointed ex-Herne Bay 
manager Sam Denly in his place. The club 
finished in seventh place, six points outside 
the play-offs. The following season, 2017/8, 
saw Hythe unbeaten in the last 14 games 
but missing the play-offs on goal differ-
ence.  Only drawing on the last day of the 
season was the difference, and seventh 
place again.

In 2018/9 Hythe again claimed seventh 
position but this time a distant elev-
en points from the play-offs. Zak Ansah 
scored 32 goals during the season and 
won the Ryman One South Golden Boot. A 
poor start to the following season resulted 
in the departure of Denly, to be replaced by 
Steve Watt in September 2019. 

The season was brought to a premature 
end due to the Covid-19 pandemic with 
Hythe in eleventh position after 29 games.  
The 2020/21 season hardly started, with 
Hythe eighth after only six matches when 
it was curtailed. The club looks forward to 
a new and hopefully uninterrupted season. 
Earlier this season Steve Watt stood down 
for James Rogers to take over as Manager. 
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THE LAST TIME WE MET
Wednesday October 7th 2020:
Sevenoaks Town 2
Hythe Town 2
Tyrell Richardson-Brown 31, Kyle 
De Silva 80 (Pen)
Hythe Town 2
Frannie Collin 27, Liam Smith 86
HT: 1-1
Attendance: 207
Sevenoaks Town: Ben Bri-
dle-Card, Reion-Noel McFarlane, 
Joseph Taylor, Dan Parkinson 
(sub Charlie Holmes 84), Joe 
Tennett, Dean Gunner, Stefan 
Wright (Sub Ben  Davisson 63), 
Ryan Fowler, Jason Thompson 
(sub Reece Deakin 67), Kyle De 
Silva, Tyrell Richardson-Brown, 
Subs not used: Thomas Ripley, 
Duncan Elliott

Hythe Town Football Club was formed in 
August 1910 although football in Hythe can 
be traced back into the previous century. 
The club joined the Folkestone and District 
Leagues and after the First World War had 
some success with four championships and 
only once outside the top three in fourteen 
seasons. 

They moved up into the Kent Amateur 
League in 1936 and were promoted into 
Division One before the Second World 
War intervened. The 50s and 60s saw little 
league success but that changed in the 
early 70s under manager Bob Davis with 
three successive league titles and a Kent 
Junior Cup win. 

Hythe were granted senior status and 
elected into the Kent League in 1977, play-
ing at the newly acquired Reachfields, a 
former army sports ground on the edge 
of the town’s firing ranges. The club were 
runners-up in the Kent League on three 
occasions. When property developer Tony 
Walton took over Hythe Town in February 
1988 there was a rapid rise on and off the 
pitch.

That summer saw the ground devel-
oped to Southern League standard with 
new seating and a social club, with view-
ing balconies, above new dressing rooms. 
Standing cover extended behind one goal 
and for the whole of the far side, and flood-
lights were installed. The ground capac-
ity still remains at 3,000 with the majority 
under cover. The chairman proved to be a 
high-profile character who attracted much 
media attention with his high spending on 
the ground and team. Town won the 1988/9 
Kent League title by 14 points and set a 
league record of 133 goals. The club moved 
up into the Southern League.

The next season saw another promotion 
as the main aim, but the club’s great run 
to the FA Vase semi-finals handicapped 
their league ambitions, with four games 
a week at times, and a sixth-place finish. 
Hythe lost out to the eventual Vase winners 
Yeading, winning the home leg 3-2 in front 
of the club’s record attendance of 2,147, but 
losing the second leg 2-0 with the crucial 
goal coming from a big deflection. Hythe 
did have one trophy success, winning the 
Eastern Professional Floodlight Cup at their 
first attempt.

The following season was very similar, 
topping the table in November but runs in 
four cups again caused fixture congestion 
and a final placing of eighth. Hythe lost out 
to Trowbridge Town in a Vase quarter-fi-
nal second replay, lost to Chelmsford City 
over two legs in the Southern League Cup 
final, but won the Kent Senior Trophy and 
retained the Eastern Professional Floodlight 
Cup. The club played 40 league games and 
33 cup ties.

In 1991/2 Hythe again topped the table 
in the early months but the money was 
beginning to run out. With little cup success, 
the exit from the Vase at Evesham United 
in February saw many of the team sold 
and their replacements could only finish 
thirteenth. The club did reach the final of 
the Kent Senior Cup, losing in extra-time to 
Bromley at Gillingham’s Priestfield Stadi-
um. That match proved to be Walton’s last 
game, and he put the club into liquidation 
soon after.

Supporters rallied round and entered 
a scratch side, as Hythe United, into the 
following season’s Kent County League 
and negotiated continued use of Reach-
fields Stadium. After three seasons the club 
regained senior status and in 1995 were 
elected back into the Kent League. The early 
seasons saw the club struggle in the wrong 
half of the table. In 2001 Hythe dropped 
the “United” suffix, reverting to “Town” and 
in November 2002 appointed Paul Fisk 
as manager. This proved a turning point 
and Hythe became a regular top-six Kent 
League club.

Season 2007/8 saw Hythe top of the table 
in March but fall away to finish fourth. The 
highlight was a fantastic FA Cup win over 
Andy Hessenthaler’s Dover Athletic before 
a crowd of 1,109 at Reachfields, and achiev-
ing the important Ryman League ground 
grading. 

The club achieved the runners-up spot the 
following season and then Scott Porter, who 
had been Paul Fisk’s assistant, took over as 
manager for the 2009/10 season with Clive 
Cook as his number two. There was a third-
place finish in the league and another good 
FA Cup performance, holding Woking to a 
draw at Reachfields before losing the replay 
in Surrey.

The History of Hythe Town



HAYWARDS HEATH 2 
SEVENOAKS 1

By Andrew Gidley

Conceding a 98th minute winner was tough to take 
on an Oaks side who deserved more after another 
gutsy, spirited display at Hanbury Stadium.
Boss Micky Collins was again absent, still recover-
ing from Covid,  - with the virus  affecting several 
of the squad leading to the club being forced them 
to postpone the midweek Kent Senior Cup trip to 
Herne Bay - only able to field two substitutes.
To make things worse - left back Jason Fregene 
limped off after 11 minutes with a hamstring tear, 
then youngster Bobby Dunn was forced off after an 
hour with a leg injury.
The long delay for treatment to the Oaks midfielder, 
allowed referee Tom Godfrey to  add on time with 
Heath's Gill Carvalho grabbing the late winner.
Even then still time for Oaks to go close to at the 
other end, defender Dean Gunner's effort saved by 
home keeper Sam Freeman at his near post, the 
last action in a 56 minute long second half.
Oaks survived a difficult first half to lead 1-0 after 
66 minutes thanks to a fine 25-yard dipping free-
kick by Steve Smith - his first goal for the club.
However the lead lasted only six minutes with skip-
per Byron Napper- not for the time blunting Oaks 
progress -  levelling things up.
Oaks could have been in front after six minutes, 
Lamin Bah seeing his close-range  effort cleared 
off the line after Smith had pounced on a poor 
clearance from Heath keeper Sam Freeman.
Heath survived  - missed a penalty 10 minutes 
later - then hitting the woodwork three times, with 
Gunner clearing another effort off the line.
Oaks skipper Freeman Rogers conceded the 16th 
minute spot-kick, only for Jerson Dos Santos to see 
his effort sail over the bar.
A bright spot for Oaks was the performance of 
17-year-old substitute Harvey Welford as Dunn's 
replacement.
Watched by dad Shaun, he caused Heath prob-
lems with his pace - setting up a great chance for 
Smith only to head over the bar.
One for the future hopefully.

Sevenoaks: Matthew Blendell, Danny Divine, Jason Fregene (Conrad 
Lee 11 mins), Ben Davisson, Freeman Rogers, Dean Gunner, Steve 
Smith, Kweku Ansah, Jon Pilbeam, Bobby Dunn (Harvey Welford 59 
mins), Lamin Bah.

Stoppage time 
sickener sinks 

Sevenoaks
SEVENOAKS TOWN 0
WHITSTABLE TOWN 1

By Andrew Gidley

Sevenoaks Town's plucky second 
half display went unrewarded.
In the end they paid the price for a 
defensive mix-up, handing Whit-
stable a fourth successive win.
Oaks boss Micky Collins missed 
the game after testing positive for 
Covid, leaving his coaching staff 
Jason Bourne, Terry Groom and 
Julian Leigh in charge.
Jake MacKenzie was left with a 
simple tap-in to score the winner 
after only nine minutes but Oaks 
had a real go in the second half, 
only to be frustrated by visiting 
goalkeeper Dan Eason and some 
last-ditch defending as the two 
teams swapped places in the 
table.
Luke Leppard saw his 25-yard ef-
fort finish just wide of the left hand 
upright, after seizing on a poor 
clearance.
Stefan Wright's low effort was 
saved and Steve Smith shot wide 
in the space of a minute.
Eason made another important 
stop, while  Wright's strong penalty 
claims, earned him a booking for 
diving - in what proved to be his 
final game for the club.
The keeper earlier denied Oaks 
twice either side of the goal, sav-
ing Dean Gunner's header, and 
then pushing away Steve Smith's  
glancing effort, both from Bobby 
Dunn deliveries.
Youth team striker Harvey Welford, 
son of former prolific Kent striker 
Shaun was a late substitute, his 
senior debut after several appear-
ances on the bench this season.
Sevenoaks Town: Joe Docherty, Danny  Divine, 
Jason Fregene, Stefan Wright, Freeman Rogers, 
Dean Gunner, Luke Leppard, Kweku Ansah, 
Steve Smith, Bobby Dunn (Lamin Bah 84 mins), 
Ben Davisson (Harvey Welford 83 mins).

Oaks left to 
rue early 

tap-in
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@PitchingIn_

proudly supports  

THE TRIDENT  
TRUST FUND

Providing access  
to grants and funding  

for your club,  
in your community

December 27th sheet
Sevenoaks Town Three Bridges FC

Monday December 27th 3pm. Pitching In 
Isthmian South-East Division, Sevenoaks v Three Bridges

Referee: Joseph Gray
Assistant Referee 1: Charlie Roberts

Assistant Referee 2: Assistant 2: Andrew Simmonds
Next home match: Saturday January 1st 3pm. Pitching In 

Isthmian South-East Division, Sevenoaks v Hythe Town

1: Joe Docherty

2: Danny Divine

3: Jason Fregene

4: Stefan Wright

5: Freeman Rogers

6: Dean Gunner

7: Bobby Dunn 

8: Ben Davisson

9:  Stephen Smith

10: Jon Pilbeam

11: Kweke Ansah

12: Charlie Holmes

14: Lamin Bah

15: Ben Davisson

16: Elliott Duncan

17: Harvey Welford

1: Patrick Wanat

2: Joe Stone

3: Michael Wilson

4: Tad Bromage

5: Ryan Brackpool

6: Brannon O’Neill

7: Dan Perry

8: Dan Mobsby

9: Dan Ferreria

10: Brian Villavicencio

11: Alex Barbary

12: Joe Kay

14: Curtis Gayler

15: Giani Ashley

16: Ben Bacon

17: Camron Lawson



January 3rd sheet
Sevenoaks Town Hythe Town

Monday January 3rd 3pm. Pitching In 
Isthmian South-East Division, Sevenoaks v Hythe Town

Referee: Charles Martland
Assistant 1: Colman O’Meara

Assistant 2: Andreas Anastasiou
Next home match: Saturday January 22nd 3pm. 

Pitching In Isthmian South-East Division, 
Sevenoaks v Phoenix Sports

1: Joe Docherty

2: Danny Divine

3: Jason Fregene

4: Stefan Wright

5: Freeman Rogers

6: Dean Gunner

7: Bobby Dunn 

8: Ben Davisson

9:  Stephen Smith

10: Jon Pilbeam

11: Kweke Ansah

12: Charlie Holmes

14: Lamin Bah

15: Ben Davisson

16: Elliott Duncan

17: Harvey Welford

1: Henry Newcombe

2: George Sibley

3: Jack Mayhew

4: James Rogers 

5: Liam Smith

6: George Crimmen

7: Charlie Webster 

8: Jacob Gilbert

9: Jordan Sarfo

10: Riley Alford

11: Kane Phillip

12: Jack Nelson

14: Tyler Sterling

15: Morgan Williamson

16: Alex Brown

17: 


