Sevenoaks Town FC — Club History

Founded in 1883, Sevenoaks Town FC has a proud history spanning more than 140 years and has
grown from its early beginnings into one of the largest and most important sporting organisations in
the Sevenoaks community.

The club was a founding member of the original Kent League, although it left the competition after
just one season. One of Sevenoaks Town’s earliest recorded fixtures came against Royal Arsenal in
1893, attracting a crowd of more than 1,000 spectators and demonstrating the strong local interest in
the club even in its formative years.

In 1906, Sevenoaks Town became a founding member of the Sevenoaks League. A significant
development followed in 1951 when the club merged with St John’s United. Sevenoaks
subsequently enjoyed success in the Kent Amateur League, winning the league title on two
occasions.

Another important milestone arrived in 1984, when Sevenoaks became the inaugural champions of
the reorganised Kent County League.

The Step into Senior Football

After more than a century competing predominantly in amateur football, Sevenoaks Town stepped
up to the semi-professional Kent League in 2003. The club finished a respectable 11th in its first
season, which included a memorable comeback victory against former Football League club
Maidstone United.

Senior football also brought the opportunity to compete regularly on the national stage. Sevenoaks
made their FA Vase debut in the 2004/05 season and subsequently established themselves in the FA
Cup. One of the club’s notable early FA Cup campaigns came in 2016/17, when Oaks reached the
Second Qualifying Round and took Chesham United to a replay.

Promotion to Step 4

Micky Collins took charge in 2014 and oversaw one of the most successful periods in the club’s
modern history.

That progress culminated in a landmark 2017/18 campaign, when Sevenoaks Town won the
Southern Counties East Football League Premier Division title and secured promotion to Step 4 of
the National League System for the first time.

Promotion also brought a first opportunity to compete in the FA Trophy. Sevenoaks made their
debut in the competition during 2018/19, beginning with a memorable victory over Grays Athletic.

Like clubs throughout non-league football, Sevenoaks subsequently had to contend with the
disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Harry Hudson took charge in 2021 and helped oversee a significant turnaround in results,
establishing the club again at Step 4.



The 2022/23 season produced further milestones as Oaks enjoyed their best runs in both the
Emirates FA Cup and Isuzu FA Trophy, with a memorable victory over Bath City among the
highlights.

2023/24

The 2023/24 season saw Sevenoaks finish 10th. After a promising start, inconsistent results left
Oaks among a tightly congested mid-table group, with just five points separating six clubs.

A run to the quarter-finals of the DFDS Kent Senior Cup provided one of the season’s highlights,
although there were disappointing early exits from both the FA Cup and FA Trophy.

It was also a season of managerial change. Harry Hudson departed in October and was succeeded
by his assistant, Mark Dacey, who later stepped down for personal reasons.

Marcel Nimani was appointed manager in June and faced a substantial rebuilding task, with only
two players remaining from the previous season’s squad.

The club also reintroduced a reserve side, initially under Steve McGinn in the Sevenoaks League
Premier Division, strengthening the pathway between youth and first-team football.

Progress continued throughout the wider club. Sevenoaks Town’s women’s teams competed
successfully in their respective competitions, while numerous boys’ and girls’ junior teams also
enjoyed success.

The Powerchair section celebrated an international achievement when Gregg Baxter was selected
for the England Development Squad, scoring a hat-trick against Spain.

Away from the pitch, funding was confirmed to support the club’s long-term plans for the
redevelopment of Greatness Park.

2024/25

Marcel Nimani’s first full season in charge brought further progress. Sevenoaks finished ninth at
Step 4 and collected 62 points from the expanded 42-game league season — the club’s highest
points total since reaching Step 4.

The revived reserve team continued to develop and progressed into the NRG Kent County League
structure, providing an increasingly important pathway towards senior football.

It was also a landmark season for the women'’s section. The club fielded two women’s teams, with
the First XI winning the South East Counties Women’s Football League Premier Division and
earning promotion to the London & South East Regional Women’s Football League.

The scale of Sevenoaks Town’s wider community was reflected in the club’s 2024/25 figures:

. 66 teams

. 1,173 registered players
* 47 sponsors

. 197 volunteers

. 52,144 volunteer hours



Another major milestone arrived in June 2025, when the club confirmed it had successfully secured
£1.8 million in grant funding for a new pavilion, representing a significant step forward in the
long-term redevelopment of Greatness Park.

2025/26 — Building for the Future

The 2025/26 season represented another important chapter in the continued development of
Sevenoaks Town FC, both on and off the pitch.

The Men’s First Team continued to represent the club at Step 4, while the Women’s section built on
the progress of previous seasons following the First XI’s promotion to the London & South East
Regional Women’s Football League.

Beyond results, the season demonstrated the growing scale and ambition of Sevenoaks Town as a
community football club, with its senior, women’s, reserve, junior, girls’ and Powerchair sections all
contributing to a pathway designed to provide football for players across different ages and abilities.

A New Pavilion for Greatness Park

The most significant development off the pitch has been the continued transformation of Greatness
Park and the construction of the club’s new pavilion.

Following confirmation in June 2025 that Sevenoaks Town had secured £1.8 million in grant
funding, work progressed on a facility designed to provide a long-term home for the club and
support its expanding football and community activities.

The new pavilion is due to open in September 2026, marking one of the most important
infrastructure developments in Sevenoaks Town FC’s history.

The project represents far more than a new clubhouse. It is a major investment in the club’s future,
providing improved facilities to support players, coaches, volunteers, supporters and the wider
Sevenoaks community.

Its opening will represent the culmination of years of planning, fundraising and hard work and
another major step in the long-term redevelopment of Greatness Park.

The Next Chapter

From its foundation in 1883 to a modern community club with dozens of teams and more than a
thousand registered players, Sevenoaks Town FC has undergone an extraordinary transformation.

The club has progressed from local amateur football to Step 4 of the National League System,
developed thriving men’s and women'’s sections, restored its reserve pathway and continued to
provide opportunities through boys’, girls’ and Powerchair football.

Throughout that growth, the commitment of the club’s volunteers, sponsors, coaches, players and
supporters has enabled Sevenoaks Town to retain the community identity that has been at the heart
of the club for more than 140 years.



The opening of the new Greatness Park pavilion in September 2026 will provide a fitting
landmark in that journey — celebrating how far Sevenoaks Town FC has come while providing the
foundations for generations to follow.

As Sevenoaks Town enters its next chapter, its ambition remains clear: to develop football at every
level, strengthen its place at the heart of the community and continue building a club that
Sevenoaks can be proud of.



