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Chairman’s message
Hello everybody and 
welcome to Bourne Sta-
dium for today’s Pitch-
ing In Isthmian League 
South East fixture 
against Whitehawk.

We extend the same 
to their officials players 
and supporters, who 
have made the trip to 
be here today, and our 
three match officials.

Since our last home 
game against Chiches-
ter we have said good-
bye to goalkeeper Ben 
Bridle-Card. We wish 
him well at his new club 
Margate.

Joe Docherty has ar-
rived from Sittingbourne 
and made his debut in 
our 2-1 win at Faversh-
am last Saturday.

It proved a bitterly cold 

day to watch football 
but was a very impor-
tant win, following our 
day off the previous 
weekend,  when almost 
all our closest rivals 
made up their games in 
hand.

The league table looks 
a very tight affair with 
only six points between 
clubs in seventh and 
17th place at the time of 
writing.

Jon Pilbeam was an-
other new face having 
joined us from Chatham 
Town.

The move reunites Jon 
with our coach Jason 
Bourne, having played 
under him at Tunbridge 
Wells.

Steve Smith was also 
available for the game 

after the club won an 
appeal against his red 
card against Chiches-
ter.

Today is the start of a 
busy month’s football 
leading up to Christmas 
and New Year period, 
with seven games be-
tween now and January 
3.

It includes our in-
volvement in two more 
competitions - we are 
away to Corinthian in 
the second round of the 
Isthmian League Cup 
(The Velocity Trophy) 
next Tuesday Decem-
ber 7, and the following 
week we travel to Herne 
Bay in the first round of 
the Kent Senior Cup.

Enjoy the game.
Paul Lansdale

Andrew Gidley with 
the latest from STFC.

Ben Bridle-Card com-
pleted his move to Pre-
mier Division Margate 
last month.
The 24-year-old was 
subject of a seven-day
approach in the week 
before our last home 
game against. Chich-
ester City, which proved 
to be his last game.
Ben said: "It was an 
amazing past four 
years, with Oaks, where 
I have made many 
friends for life, as well 
as fantastic memo-
ries, especially being a 
member of the team 

crowned Southern 
Counties East League 
Champions for the 
first time in the club's 
history.
"Thank you to the many 
great people at the 
club, right the way 
from the match day 
volunteers, manage-
ment staff to the club 
directors/committee, 
for making it feel like a 
second home. Up The 
Oaks!"
n  Bumped into Joey 
Taylor last week -  sadly 
to find him on crutch-
es watching his Cray 
Wanderers team-
mates draw 2-2 against 
Folkestone Invicta at 

Hayes Lane.
He is recovering from 
suffering a ruptured 
Achilles tendon in only 
his fifth game for the 
club in the FA Cup tie 
against Sutton Com-
mon Rovers in early 
September.
He has had the boot 
removed and hopes to 
be back before the end 
of the season.
n Oaks youngster Elliott 
Duncan is enjoying a 
very successful season 
at Southern Counties 
East League Crowbor-
ough Athletic.
Elliott bagged four 
goals in last week's 5-0 
win over Tower Hamlets.

W W W . S E V E N O A K S S P O R T S . C O . U K
Facebook/Instagram: @SevenoaksSports  Twitter: @7oaksSports

MAGAZINE IS THE MOST WIDELY READ

SEVENOAKS SPORT & WELLBEING

MULTI-AWARD WINNING FREE

DISTRICT. WRITTEN BY LOCAL

PEOPLE, FOR LOCAL PEOPLE, 

PUBLICATION IN THE SEVENOAKS

PICK UP YOUR FREE COPY IN

THE CLUBHOUSE TODAY!

Gidders’ news round-up



Micky’sMicky’s
MessageMessage

Good afternoon everyone and welcome to the 
Bourne stadium for this Isthmian league fixture, I 
would like to extend this welcome to our visitors 
today Whitehawk FC. 

Last Saturday saw us travel to Faversham in very 
blustery conditions and on a difficult pitch the boys 
delivered a very good performance, gaining us three 
well deserved points. Bobby Dunn produced two 
excellent deliveries one for Dean Gunner to convert 
early and another forcing an own goal. 

We saw the debut of Joe Docherty in goal he put in a 
very assured performance with great handling and 
commanding his box well. We also John Pilbeam 
start his first game for us and he too put in a very 
good performance, even though he hasn’t played 
much in the previous five  weeks. 
   
On Tuesday sees us away at Corinthians for a 
league cup tie which will have to be completed on 
the night. 
Hopefully we can continue today to climb the table 
which is so tight between 16th upto just outside the 
play offs. 

I hope you all enjoy the game and wish you a safe 
journey home.

MC
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By Ian Townsend 

Ashford United continued their fine form 
of late, and took the lead on eighteen 
minutes as Jay May broke the deadlock 
against VCD Athletic.

 It was two-nil just after the half hour, 
Josh Wisson with that one as the Nuts 
and Bolts looked to go top, but Athletic 
weren’t done, and on fifty four minutes 
Youssef Bamba halved the arrears. Gary 
Lockyer made sure for the hosts one 
minute from time, three goals and three 
points sending them to the summit. 

Ramsgate hosted Cray Valley PM, who 
led the way at the start of play, and let 
everyone in for free

It was the majority of the bumper crowd 
of seven hundred and three who were 
given something to warm them up just 
after the half hour, an own goal breaking 
the deadlock in the Rams favour. Mat-
thew A-Warren equalised for the Millers 
just before the hour, and that was that- a 
result which sees both sides drop a place, 
the Millers to second and the Rams to 
fourth. 

Haywards Heath Town hosted Hastings 
United in a Sussex derby, and went ahead 
on ten minutes, Josh Clack with his fifth of 
the campaign. The afternoon got worse 
for the visitors immediately after the 
break, Sam Remfry making it two-nil with 
his fourth goal of the season, and there 
was no comeback from out title favour-
ites, who stay sixth whilst Heath are up to 
third. 

Fifth place Herne Bay and Burgess 
Hill Town, who end the day in eleventh, 
couldn’t see a goal between them. The 
away fans, pictured above courtesy of 
Colin Bowman, had only drumming and 
singing to keep them warm on the Kent 
coast- and credit to so many of them for 
making the trip. 

Sittingbourne’s new signing Duane 
Ofori-Acheampong opened the scoring 
at East Grinstead Town on twenty four 
minutes with a drive into the bottom 
right hand corner of the net, and then 

got another five minutes later- and there 
was time for a third before the break, 
this one going to Johan Caney-Bryan as 
Brickies fans pinched themselves- and 
not in a vain attempt to warm up. The 
Wasps stung back eight minutes after 
the restart, Richard Pingling with the 
afternoon’s fourth goal, and then with 
fourteen minutes to go Seidou Sano-
go made things very interesting when 
making it two-three, but the next goal 
went to the Brickies, and it was a hat trick 
for Ofori-Acheampong. Sittingbourne are 
seventh. 

Corinthian and Chichester City was 
goalless at half time, but City were ahead 
soon after the break, Rob Hutchings 
opening the scoring. It was two-nil ten 
minutes from time, Ryan Davidson with 
that one, as City ended the day ninth in 
the table.

Lancing and Hythe Town managed 
no goals in eighty three minutes, so the 
opener came in the eighty fourth, and it 
went to the Cannons, Jordan Sarfo giving 
them all three points, which sees them 
tenth. 

Three Bridges travelled to bottom side 
Phoenix Sports and took an early lead, 
Dan ‘hitman’ Perry scoring after just seven 
minutes, but it wasn’t long before Sports 
were level, Byron Walker with the equalis-
er. The next goal came nine minutes from 
time, and it went to Camron Lawson for 
the visitors- but there was still time for 
Sports to equalise, an own goal seeming-
ly giving them a share of the points. But 
no! Joe Kay got the winner for Bridges to 
break home hearts! 

Today’s opponents Whitehawk hosted 
Whitstable Town  who were beaten 6-1 
by Dartford in the Kent Senior Cup Final In 
midweek.

However there was no hangover as new 
signing Kemo Darboe gave the Oyster-
boys the lead sixteen minutes from time. 

That was the only goal, as the visitors 
climbed out of the bottom three- win-
ning on the road for a second successive 
week.

Isthmian South East Round-up

Latest table and Results
Ashford United  15 11 2 2 30 9 +21 35
Cray Valley PM  15 10 4 1 36 15 +21 34 
Haywards Heath  15 10 2 3 29 13 +16 32 
Ramsgate  15 9 3 3 36 19 +17 30
Herne Bay  14 9 3 2 24 10 +14 30
Hastings United  15 9 1 5 32 21 +11 28
Sittingbourne  15 7 2 6 25 23 +2 23
VCD Athletic  15 6 3 6 27 21 +6 21
Chichester City  15 5 5 5 22 16 +6 20
Hythe Town  14 6 2 6 13 25 -12 20
Burgess Hill Town 14 5 4 5 16 18 -2 19
Corinthian  15 5 3 7 15 19 -4 18
Faversham Town 14 5 2 7 15 22 -7 17
Whitehawk  15 5 2 8 17 25 -8 17
Three Bridges  15 3 8 4 17 28 -11 17
Sevenoaks Town 15 5 2 8 19 31 -12 17
Lancing   15 3 3 9 13 28 -15 12
Whitstable Town 15 3 2 10 17 26 -9 11
East Grinstead Town 15 2 4 9 14 26 -12 10
Phoenix Sports  15 1 1 13 12 34 -22 4

Saturday 27th November 2021
Ashford United  3 1 VCD Athletic   279
May (18’), Wisson (32’), Lockyer (89’) Bamba (54’)  
Corinthian  0 2 Chichester City 65
       Rowlatt (52’), Davidson (80’)  
East Grinstead Town 2 4 Sittingbourne   75
Pingling (53’), Sanogo (76’)   Ofori-Acheampong (24’, 29’, 82’),   
     Caney-Bryan (45’)  
Faversham Town 1 2 Sevenoaks Town  167
Oluwasemo (79’)    Gunner (5’), Dunn (69’)  
Haywards Heath Town 2 0 Hastings United  412
Clack (10’), Remfry (47’)     
Herne Bay  0 0 Burgess Hill Town  298
Lancing  0 1 Hythe Town 95
       Sarfo (84’)  
Phoenix Sports  2 3 Three Bridges   72
Walker (23’), Bromage (90’ og)   Perry (7’, 81’), Kay (90’)  
Ramsgate  1 1 Cray Valley PM   703
Blanks (31’ og)     A-Warren (57’)  
Whitehawk  0 1 Whitstable Town  292
       Darboe (74’)  
 
Tuesday 30th November 2021
Hastings United 2 0 Chichester City   733
Pogue (56’), Chalmers (71’)     
Whitehawk  1 2 Herne Bay   152
Clark (87’)     Schafer (44’, 52’)

Correct as of Tuesday 30th November.
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Age: 29
Position: Central Attacking Midfielder
Born: Greenwich
Home: Ebbsfleet
Previous Clubs: Cray Valley PM,  Phoenix Sports
Club supported: Arsenal
Favourite Player: Bakayo Saka
Best Mate in Football: Jeff Duah-Kessi
Best Moment in Football: “Scoring on my debut for 
Phoenix Sports
Best Goal Scored: As above  -90th minute - top corner 
finish - everybody went crazy, and I have still got the 
footage!
Best Thing About Football: The togetherness  - going to 
away games as part of a tribe.
Worst Thing About Football: Racism - it is still in the 
game.
Thoughts on joining Sevenoaks - his second spell at 
the club.
“I have known Micky (Collins) for quite a long time, so 
the conversation was pretty straight forward.
“I know what he is like as a manager, so it was a pretty 
easy decision to make.
“The boys have made me feel very welcome and the 
dressing room is a very good place to be, that’s what 
you need to push on.
“We have had a turnover of results recently, which is 
also good, so hopefully we can pick up more points and 
climb the table.”
Question I am always asked: “Am I related to Zak Ansah 
(Herne Bay)
“No no relation.”
Favourite Drink: Coke - Fanta Orange.
Favourite Meal: Joloff Rice and Chicken - it’s an African 
dish.
Favourite TV Programme: My Wife and Kids.
Favourite Video: Prison Break.

Player Profile: Player Profile: 
Kweku AnsahKweku Ansah
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Dunn deal
Faversham Town 1
Sevenoaks Town 2

By Andrew Gidley

Bobby Dunn proved the inspiration behind 
Sevenoaks Town's third Isthmian League 
South East away win of the season at Salt-
ers Lane on Saturday.
The 18-year-old former Oaks youth team 
player, making his third appearance since 
signing from East Grinstead, set-up both 
goals as Oaks, back in action after a week 
off, claimed an important victory in a 
game dominated by the weather.
Defender Dean Gunner converted Dunn's   
first corner after only five minutes, his sec-
ond goal of the season, before the young-
ster doubled the lead himself 21 minutes 
from time, his low cross going in off home 
player Bola Dawodu.
Faversham halved the deficit 10 minutes 
later through Mannie Oluwasemo, before 
a stoppage-time touchline bust-up saw 
manager Micky Collins and son Louis both 
sent off, together with home coach Grant 
Taylor.
Oaks included two latest signings, goal-
keeper Joe Docherty (Sittingbourne) and 
Jon Pilbeam (Chatham).
They had other first half chances, skipper 
Freeman Rogers headed another Dunn 
corner inches wide , and Stefan Wright's 
low effort was palmed away for a corner.
Oaks players stayed on the pitch for their 
half-time team-talk, instead of seeking 
the warmth of the dressing room, on a wild 
and windy winter's afternoon.
They restarted on the front foot too, going 
close twice soon through Dunn and Wright
Faversham's Dover loanee Marshall 
Wratten saw his effort ruled out for offside, 
before Oaks got their second.
Another Dunn corner was cleared back to 
him, and his low strike was deflected in by 
Dawodu.
Oluwasemo's header made things inter-
esting at the end, but Oaks held on after 
calm was restored following the feisty 
finale.

Sevenoaks: Joe Docherty, Danny Divine, Jason Fregene, 
Stephen Smith, Freeman Rogers, Dean Gunner, Bobby 
Dunn (Kweku Ansah 75 mins), Ben Davisson, Jon Pilbeam 
(Luke Leppard 73 mins), Louis Collins, Stefan Wright.
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Sevenoaks Town 1
Chichester City 1

By Andrew Gidley

Louis Collins grabbed 10-
man Sevenoaks a late but 
deserved Pitching In Isthmian 
League South East point - re-
ward for a gutsy second half 
display.
Trailing 1-0, Oaks had Steve 
Smith sent off following an off 
the ball incident shortly be-
fore half-time, then survived 
two early scares soon after 
the restart.
Ben Bridle-Card saved well 
from Lloyd Rowlatt, before 
Stefan Wright cleared anoth-
er effort off the line.
Under pressure Oaks then 
suddenly clicked as an at-
tacking force  - Collins sent a 
free-kick wide of the far post, 
Dean Gunner’s effort was 
saved low down by keeper 
Kieran Magee, before Wright 
headed Jason Fregene’s 
cross wide.
Time was running out for 
them though,  Collins struck 
with only a minute left 
converting new-boy Bobby 

Dunn’s set-up.
Referee Jamaal Horne then 
added on another seven at 
the end, to set-up a frantic 
finish, Collins denied a sec-
ond by a last-ditch block.
City had their chances to 
win it as well - Bridle-Card’s 
strong left hand keeping out 
substitute Scott Jones’ close-
range effort, in what proved 
to be his final appearance 
fur the club, before leaving to 
join Margate.
Earlier Oaks started well, 
missing two early chances - 
Wright blasted over the bar, 
and Collins rose well,  but 
guided his header just off 
target.
Chichester went in front after 
26 minutes. Callum Overton 
winning  and scoring from 
the corner, powerfully head-
ing in at the far post.
Bridle-Card then blocked 
Rowlatt’s close-range effort 
as the visitors threatened 
again three minutes later.

Sevenoaks: Ben-Bridle-Card, Danny 
Divine, Jason Fregene, Steve Smith, 
Freeman Rogers, Dean Gunner, Bobby 
Dunn, Ben Davisson, Kweku Ansah, Louis 
Collins, Stefan Wright (Lamin Bah 90).

Collins clinches 
point at the death



Sevenoaks Town FC

History: Sevenoaks Town were originally formed in 1883, one of the 
founding members of the Kent League.

In April the same year, the club played Royal Arsenal, then the only 
professional club in the South East of England in front of around 1000 

spectators at Knole Paddock.
They combined with St Johns United in 1951, and joined the Western 

section of the  Kent Amateur League.
Division 1 League Cup winners in 1965-66, they were twice winners of 

the Premier Division in 1968-69 and 1975-76.
They won the Kent County League - three times - 1984-85, 1995-96 

and 2002-3.
The club were Kent Intermediate Challenge Shield and Inter-Regional 

Challenge Cup winners twice, and lifted the Sevenoaks Charity Cup on 
12 occasions.

Recent successes: Southern Counties East League Cup champions: 2016-17
Southern Counties East League champions: 2017-8

Best FA Cup Performance: Second Qualifying Round: 2016-17
Best FA Trophy Performance: First Qualifying Round: 2018-19

Best FA Vase Performance: Third Round Proper 2017-18.
A new state of the art 3G pitch was installed in June 2017, and plans are in 

place to construct a brand new stadium in the next two years.

2021 Squad Pictures



Sevenoaks Town thanks our sponsors!
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“The Isthmian Football League strongly 
supports the FA statement that there should 
be a zero-tolerance approach against 
racism and all forms of discrimination. Ac-
cordingly, any form of discriminatory abuse 
whether it by reason of age, disability, gen-
der reassignment, race, religion and belief, 
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 
and maternity, sex and sexual orientation 
or any other form of abuse will be reported 

to The Football Association for action by 
that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 
/ Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The Isthmian 
League and all Member Clubs in the League 
are committed to promoting equality by 
treating people fairly and with respect, by 
recognising that inequalities may exist, by 
taking steps to address them and providing 
access and opportunities for all members 
of the community.” 

Zero tolerance for racism

Since 1883, Sevenoaks Town FC has provid-
ed playing opportunities for footballers of 
all ages and abilities. As our club seeks to 
take each step of the Government’s Covid 
19 roadmap and beyond with care, we are 
determined to find our feet as quickly as 
possible, making sure Greatness Park returns 
to becoming a safe, friendly hub of football-
ing activity for the local community and our 
football family.

It is now over a year since the global pandem-
ic was declared, it is poignant to reflect on 
the things we’ve learned from these, tough, 
strange and unprecedented times. With our 
lives changed beyond recognition, we have 
learnt to appreciate all the things we enjoy 
– football being one of them. All the people 
who dedicate hours of time to helping Sev-
enoaks Town FC run are providing a selfless 
service we all appreciate goes beyond supply-
ing physical benefits. It’s the social elements 
of being part of a team; the mental health 
release of being active and empowered; its 
feeling and being a part of something unique, 
constructive and valuable.

With lots of people impacted economically, 
whether that be by being placed on fur-
lough, losing employment or having planned 
opportunities postponed or cancelled, we are 
aware there may be individuals and groups 
out there who want to seize opportunity 

once lockdown eases. Opportunity to give 
back. Opportunity to contribute to their local 
community. Opportunity to reignite with 
the game they love and have most probably 
sorely missed.

We want to #GrowTheOaks with a specific 
push to recruit volunteers to be a part of our 
team at Sevenoaks Town FC. However, no 
specifics are required for you to be a part of 
it. Whatever your skills, whatever your experi-
ence; if you want to get involved, if you’d like 
to contribute some hours and if you’d like to 
give up your free time, then you’d be most 
welcome.

Every volunteer at Sevenoaks Town FC is 
supported and given guidance around their 
role and responsibilities. We pride ourselves 
on looking after our players, coaches, officers 
and wider community. As a volunteer at our 
FA Charter Standard Community club, you 
will be a part of a club that prides itself on 
meeting and exceeding standards. You’ll 
have opportunity to improve both yourself 
and the club in turn. 

We are looking forward to a continued safe 
and positive return to football and if you 
want to be a part of it you can explore volun-
teering options and be a part of #GrowTheO-
aks by emailing info@sevenoakstownfc.co.uk

Grow the Oaks!
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Sevenoaks Town FC are currently 
in the exciting process of putting 
together three-year plan for the 
women and girls’ section of the club, 
in which they are aiming to help the 
team move from tier 7 (b) to tier 4 
within the next 3 years. This is an 
ambitious jump to a high standard 
of football which STFC are confident 
they can achieve. 

In order to help Sevenoaks Town 
accomplish this, the club has been 
working with two consultants who 
both have a lot 
of first-hand 
experience 
in women’s 
football: Natalie 
Curtis, a Football 
Development 
Officer for 
Women & Girls 
Football at the 
Kent FA who 
has also played 
for a pro club 
and managed 
and coached at 
the same level, 
and Charlotte 
Richardson, 
an FA Club 
Consultant who has been involved 
in the Women’s Sport & Leadership 
Academy. 

Both Natalie and Charlotte have 
experience of working with clubs 
and taking their Women’s and Girls’ 
teams up a few tiers, which is what 
Sevenoaks Town aspires to achieve. 
Natalie and Charlotte have begun to 
map out this three-year plan to help 
STFC achieve our goals.

Furthermore, Sevenoaks Town have 
also appointed Paul McDonagh 
who will be a great addition to 
the Women’s and Girls section at 
Sevenoaks Town. Paul is a UEFA A 
Coach, and has also been Technical 
Director for Women’s and Girls 
football at Charlton Athletic for two 
years. 

Paul will take on and oversee STFC’s 
Women and Girls’ section, and he 
will also manage the Women’s First 

Team for the 
upcoming 21/22 
season supported 
by Maddie Smith 
and Dan Thomas 
who bring a wealth 
of experience 
and have been 
instrumental in our 
progress so far. 

We at Sevenoaks 
Town FC are 
confident that with 
the addition of 
Natalie, Charlotte 
and Paul to STFC’s 
Women and Girls’ 
section, as well as 

the foundation we have built since 
our first girls’ team in 2012, we will be 
able to really push on and increase 
the profile and exposure of women’s 
football at the cub. The ultimate aim 
is to have our women’s and men’s 
teams run in the same way and be 
on the same level, and we hope to 
achieve this starting with the three-
year plan which is being put in place. 

Sevenoaks Town Women 
and Girls’ Strategy



w w w . d r a k e s . b i z

Drakes Sevenoaks, Block 9, Unit 2 Vestry
Road Industrial Estate, Kent, TN14 5EL
01732 453334 sosales@drakes.biz•

BATHROOMS
PLUMBING, HEATING &

AT DRAKES SEVENOAKS!

BOTH TRADE 
AND RETAIL 
WELCOME!

GREAT PRICESON A HUGERANGE OF STOCK!

@drakesplumbing

From pipe and fittings to a set of basin taps or a 
whole new bathroom suite, visit Drakes Sevenoaks 

for competitive prices on a huge range of stock! Our 
bathroom showroom showcases the very best bathroom 

products and accessories from your trusted brands! 
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Founded in 1945, the Hawks have had two 
periods of unprecedented success as 
they have risen up the non-league foot-
ball pyramid from a team playing parks 
football to be within one game of an FA 
Cup third round tie at Everton in 2015.

Between 1948 and 1952 the Hawks were 
promoted 4 times to reach senior county 
level, where they remained until 2010, 
when three further promotions in four 
seasons took them to just two leagues 
below the Football League.

They joined the Isthmian League in 2010 
and in 
In their first season at the new level 
Whitehawk were in the title race but 
eventually had to settle for third place 
and the end-of-season play-offs against 
Leatherhead. The game at The Enclosed 
Ground ended 1–1 but the visitors won 4–3 
on penalties. 

The Hawks completed a league and cup 
double the following season 2011–12, 
finishing as Isthmian League Division One 
South champions as well as lifting the 
Sussex Senior Cup after beating Craw-
ley Down 2–1 at the Amex. Sam Gargan 
scored a late winner. 

 The club had planned to play the 2012–13 
season at the Withdean Stadium in order 
to redevelop The Enclosed Ground but 
this was blocked by the Isthmian League, 
who were concerned that the club would 
not return to East Brighton.
The club achieved back to back promo-
tions in the again under Darren Freeman, 
by winning the Isthmian League Premier 
Division at the first attempt to earn a 
place in the Conference South.

For the 2013–14 season, the club intend-
ed to change its name to Brighton City 
FC but the FA Council ruled against the 
proposal. The Hawks struggled in their 
first season in Conference South with 
manager Darren Freeman blaming the 
physical nature of some of the teams in 
the league. After achieving three promo-
tions in four years, Darren Freeman was 
sacked in January 2014 and replaced by 
former Lewes boss Steve King. 

King ensured the Hawks retained their 
place in Conference South on a dramatic 
last day of the season at the Enclosed 
Ground against Sutton United, with a late 
equaliser for the Hawks ensuring a 3–3 
draw and an even later penalty by Dover 
Athletic relegating Hayes & Yeading Unit-
ed instead.

The club enjoyed their most successful 
season ever in 2014–15, finishing fourth 
in Conference South and earning a 
place in the play-off semi-finals against 
Basingstoke Town. After a 1–1 draw at the 
Enclosed Ground, a tremendous strike 
from fans’ player of the year Jake Rob-
inson in the second leg won the match 
1–0 to earn a place in the final against 
Boreham Wood, who had finished second 
in the league. The play-off final finished 
1–1 in normal time, with the Hawks missing 
a chance in the final minutes of normal 
time.  An extra time winner for Wood 
denied the Hawks what would have been 
their fourth promotion in six seasons. 
Whitehawk completed the season with a 
5–0 victory over Lewes at the Amex Stadi-
um to lift the Sussex Senior Cup in front of 
a crowd of 2,585.

After a good start to the 2015–16 season, 
the Hawks reached the first-round proper 
of the FA Cup for the first time and beat 
National League Lincoln City 5-3 in front 
of a crowd of 1,342. BBC Sport reported 
live from the ground. The Hawks scorers 
were Danny Mills, Jake Robinson, Sammy 
Dearing 2 and Dave Martin. 
In the second round the Hawks drew 1–1 
at League Two Dagenham & Redbridge, 
following a dramatic headed goal in 
added time by Jordan Rose, which was 
broadcast live by the BBC during the 
afternoon sports programme. In front of 
a record crowd of 2,174 at the Enclosed 
Ground, the Hawks lost the second-round 
replay 3-2 after taking the lead through 
Danny Mills. To force the match into extra 
time, Whitehawk again equalised dra-
matically in added time with a header, 
this time by Juan Cruz Gotta. The match 
was broadcast live on national TV by BT 
Sport. The winners of the replay already 
knew they had been drawn away at Ever-

Whitehawk FC History
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ton in the 3rd round.
The club submitted a further application 
to the Football Association to change 
their name to Brighton City in December 
2015. This application was withdrawn a 
month later after opposition from fans 
and Chairman John Summers spending 
time on the terraces at an away game at 
Chelmsford City.
The FA Cup run badly impacted on league 
form and in February 2016, Steve King was 
sacked after picking up just 9 points from 
the previous 36 available, a spell which 
also saw the club fall from 3rd to 13th in 
the league. King’s assistant, Argentine 
Pablo Asensio, took over as Caretaker 
Manager, reorganising the squad and 
playing style to such an extent that after 
drifting down towards the relegation zone, 
the Hawks finished the season in style, 
reaching the play-offs for the second 
season running, with Asensio named 
manager of the month for April 2016. 
In the play-off semi-final against long-
time league leaders Ebbsfleet United, the 
Hawks lost 2-1 at the Enclosed Ground, 
but then won the second leg 2–1 in Kent, 
before eventually losing on penalties after 
extra time. 
Asensio was appointed in May 2016 as 
permanent manager on a two-year con-
tract, which was followed by a complete 
overhaul of the playing staff for the start 
of the new season, with several estab-
lished players leaving, including strikers 
Danny Mills and Jake Robinson.
After a poor start to the 2016–17 season, 
with only one win in eight games, The 
Hawks replaced Asensio with former 
Eastleigh manager Richard Hill. In Hill’s 
first week in charge he signed five former 
Eastleigh players and a further two on 
loan from his old club, before releasing 
seven Brazilian players signed at the start 
of the season, the following week. 
After ten league games in charge, five 
won and five lost, Hill left to join Aston Villa 
as a scout with Director of Football Alan 
Payne and player/assistant manager 
Ben Strevens taking temporary charge 
of the first team. Defender Paul Reid then 
stepped up to assist Alan Payne as joint 
player-manager after Strevens returned 
to Eastleigh after only three games. Payne 
and Reid were appointed joint managers 

until the end of the season on 22 Decem-
ber but with the Hawks in the bottom 
three at the end of January, the club 
advertised for a new permanent manager 
and on the 1 February appointed former 
Crystal Palace goalkeeping coach Andy 
Woodman. In his first managerial post, 
Woodman oversaw the club’s survival in 
National League South before leaving at 
the end of the season and being replaced 
by Assistant Manager Jimmy Dack. 
With the club at the bottom of the league 
after picking up only one point from the 
first seven games of the 2017–18 season, 
Dack resigned, with player-coach Dan 
Harding taking temporary charge, prior to 
the re-appointment of former boss Steve 
King on 13 September 2017. Despite only 
winning their first game of the season on 1 
January 2018, 4-1 at Eastbourne Borough, 
a remarkable turnaround from the new 
year onwards almost saved the club from 
relegation. The Hawks were third in the 
form table from January to April but rele-
gation for only the third time in the club’s 
history was confirmed with a 4–3 defeat 
at Braintree Town on 17 April, having led 
3-2 with 10 minutes to go. King departed 
at the end of the season to be replaced 
by Hawks successful U18 manager Jude 
Macdonald. The nucleus of the Hawks 
team, including captain David Ijaha, left 
to join King at Welling United. Striker Gold 
Omotayo moved into the football league 
with Bury.

The Hawks suffered back-to-back rele-
gations, dropping into the Isthmian South 
East Division for the 2019-20 season.

THE LAST TIME WE MET
Saturday September 26 2020:
Whitehawk 1 Sevenoaks Town 1
Isthmian League South East:
Drew 1-1
Scorer: Dan Parkinson 76 mins
Attendance: 294
Sevenoaks Town: Ben Bridle-Card, Joe 
Tennent, Joey Taylor, Stefan Wright, Dean 
Gunner, Tom Ripley, James Bessey- 
Saldanha, Ben Davisson (Dan Parkinson 71 
minutes), Jason Thompson (Alec Fiddes 
73 minutes), Kyle De Silva. Ryan Fowler, 
(Reece Deakin 75 minutes).
Attendance 294

Whitehawk FC History
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By Jon Couch

 FOR some reason, I’ve got a rather anal 
fascination with the mentality of football 
managers at the moment.

You may recall in my last NLP pro-
gramme column, I highlighted the new-
age approach of the modern-day coach 
and questioned whether their scientific 
methods were over-complicating the 
simple and beautiful game.

Since then, we’ve seen a number of 
notable shifts in momentum across the 
Non-League game that only emphasizes 
my point further.

I’ve said for a long time that Non-
League managers are one of a kind and 
that has been proved beyond doubt so 
far this season.

Take the situation at Barnet. No fewer 
than 11 managers have occupied the hot-
seat at The Hive over the last three years 
and only now are they actually showing 
signs of stability and, with it, progression.

The Bees were mighty fortunate to avoid 
the drop from the National League over 
the two Covid-hit seasons and this sum-
mer recruited former Leeds, Liverpool and 
Australian international Harry Kewell as 
their new manager.

As talented a coach as Harry clearly is, 
this never seemed the right fit and it was 
no surprise to us at NLP Towers to see the 
experiment come to a premature end 
with the club having taken just two points 
from their first seven games.

The answer, we believe, was under their 
nose all the time. Dean Brennan had been 
hired alongside Kewell to “oversee off-
field football matters” – a role every bit as 
odd as it sounds.

Dean is one of Non-League football’s 
brightest young managers having plied 
his trade at Hemel Hempstead Town, 
Billericay, Kingstonian and Wealdstone 
and it’s no surprise to see him turning 

things around at The Hive in the manag-
er’s chair.

Another team forced into a change 
were Stockport County. Simon Rusk, 
fresh from the Brighton & Hove Albion 
academy, showed glimpses of why he is 
so highly-rated in the game but hardly 
pulled up trees with one of the divisions 
biggest budgets.

Cue then Dave Challinor, lured from 
Hartlepool United having steered them 
back into the Football League last season 
and suddenly Stockport look like world 
beaters. Don’t be surprised to see Chal-
linor adding another promotion to his 
glittering CV come May.

Phil Brown was another who struggled 
to adjust. The perma-tan boss may 
have managed in the top-flight with Hull 
City but looked a fish out of water in the 
National League at Southend United, 
prompting the Shrimpers to make an 
enforced change just 10 games into the 
club’s first-ever Non-League campaign.

Indeed, testimony to the unique nature 
of a Non-League manager’s job came 
from former England international Carlton 
Palmer in The NLP last week.

Speaking to Matt Badcock, Palmer told 
how his short spell in charge of Grantham 
Town proved a huge eye-opener, admit-
ting that he wasn’t fully prepared for the 
rigours of managing in the seventh tier of 
English football.

Palmer did, however, say he learned 
some valuable lessons in charge of the 
Gingerbreads and says he is ready for 
another crack of the whip with a fresh 
attitude and approach in place.

I, for one, hope Carlton gets the oppor-
tunity to put right his wrongs at Grantham 
to put that vast experience to good use 
elsewhere.  

He will, however, be the first to admit 
that it’s no easy task.

Managerial Mania



Today’s team sheet
Sevenoaks Town Whitehawk FC

December 4th 3pm. Pitching In 
Isthmian South-East Division, Sevenoaks v Whitehawk

Referee: Michael Hayden
Assistant Referee 1: Tom Lathey

Assistant Referee 2: Ben Al-Shaikh
Next home match: December 11th 3pm. Pitching In 

Isthmian South-East Division, Sevenoaks v Whitstable

1: Joe Docherty

2: Danny Divine

3: Jason Fregene

4: Stefan Wright

5: Freeman Rogers

6: Dean Gunner

7: Bobby Dunn 

8: Ben Davisson

9:  Stephen Smith

10: Jon Pilbeam

11: Kweke Ansah

12: Charlie Holmes

14: Lamin Bah

15: Ben Davisson

16: Elliott Duncan

17: Harvey Welford

1: N Stroomberg-Clarke

2: Henry Blackmore 

3: Luke Emberson

4: M Dome-Bemwin

5: Mohammed Kamara

6: Adam El-Abd

7: Charlie Lambert

8: Henry Muggeridge

9: Javaun Splatt

10: James Fraser

11: Omarr Lawson

12: Ollie Munt

14: Tegan Freeman

15: Billie Clark

16: Lewis Unwin

17: Declan Kama


